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born dead, or so tragically deformed that death comes within hours. The great Brian W. Aldiss has
delivered a dark and provocative yet ultimately hopeful magnum opus rich in imagination and bold ideas. A
novel of philosophy as much as science fiction, Finches of Mars is an exploration of intellectual history,
evolution, technology, and the future by one of speculative fiction’s undisputed masters.
Imbeciles Adam Cohen 2017-03-07 Longlisted for the 2016 National Book Award for Nonfiction One of
America’s great miscarriages of justice, the Supreme Court’s infamous 1927 Buck v. Bell ruling made
government sterilization of “undesirable” citizens the law of the land In 1927, the Supreme Court handed
down a ruling so disturbing, ignorant, and cruel that it stands as one of the great injustices in American
history. In Imbeciles, bestselling author Adam Cohen exposes the court’s decision to allow the sterilization
of a young woman it wrongly thought to be “feebleminded” and to champion the mass eugenic sterilization
of undesirable citizens for the greater good of the country. The 8–1 ruling was signed by some of the most
revered figures in American law—including Chief Justice William Howard Taft, a former U.S. president; and
Louis Brandeis, a progressive icon. Oliver Wendell Holmes, considered by many the greatest Supreme
Court justice in history, wrote the majority opinion, including the court’s famous declaration “Three
generations of imbeciles are enough.” Imbeciles is the shocking story of Buck v. Bell, a legal case that
challenges our faith in American justice. A gripping courtroom drama, it pits a helpless young woman
against powerful scientists, lawyers, and judges who believed that eugenic measures were necessary to
save the nation from being “swamped with incompetence.” At the center was Carrie Buck, who was born
into a poor family in Charlottesville, Virginia, and taken in by a foster family, until she became pregnant out
of wedlock. She was then declared “feebleminded” and shipped off to the Colony for Epileptics and FeebleMinded. Buck v. Bell unfolded against the backdrop of a nation in the thrall of eugenics, which many
Americans thought would uplift the human race. Congress embraced this fervor, enacting the first laws
designed to prevent immigration by Italians, Jews, and other groups charged with being genetically
inferior. Cohen shows how Buck arrived at the colony at just the wrong time, when influential scientists and
politicians were looking for a “test case” to determine whether Virginia’s new eugenic sterilization law
could withstand a legal challenge. A cabal of powerful men lined up against her, and no one stood up for
her—not even her lawyer, who, it is now clear, was in collusion with the men who wanted her sterilized. In
the end, Buck’s case was heard by the Supreme Court, the institution established by the founders to ensure
that justice would prevail. The court could have seen through the false claim that Buck was a threat to the
gene pool, or it could have found that forced sterilization was a violation of her rights. Instead, Holmes, a
scion of several prominent Boston Brahmin families, who was raised to believe in the superiority of his own
bloodlines, wrote a vicious, haunting decision upholding Buck’s sterilization and imploring the nation to
sterilize many more. Holmes got his wish, and before the madness ended some sixty to seventy thousand
Americans were sterilized. Cohen overturns cherished myths and demolishes lauded figures in relentless
pursuit of the truth. With the intellectual force of a legal brief and the passion of a front-page exposé,
Imbeciles is an ardent indictment of our champions of justice and our optimistic faith in progress, as well as
a triumph of American legal and social history.
Global Fever William H. Calvin 2010-08-09
Speaking Our Minds Thom Scott-Phillips 2014-11-03 Language is an essential part of what makes us
human. Where did it come from? How did it develop into the complex system we know today? And what can

The Voyage of the Beagle Charles Darwin 1909 This is Charles Darwin's chronicle of his five-year
journey, beginning in 1831, around the world as a naturalist on the H.M.S. Beagle.
Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (20th Anniversary Edition) Jared Diamond
2017-03-07 "Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding human history."—Bill Gates In this "artful,
informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books) book, Jared Diamond
convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the modern world. Societies that
had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the hunter-gatherer stage, and then developed
religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of war --and adventured on sea and land to conquer
and decimate preliterate cultures. A major advance in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs,
and Steel chronicles the way that the modern world came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based
theories of human history. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science, the RhonePoulenc Prize, and the Commonwealth club of California's Gold Medal.
Theory of the Earth James Hutton 1899 This ebook is comprised of Hutton's 1788 paper 'Theory of the
Earth', read before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, as well as Volumes 1 and 2 of his book of the same
name. Although his books, filled with long quotes in French, make difficult reading, Hutton deserves to be
better known as one of the makers of the modern view of the Earth.
Principles of Geology Sir Charles Lyell 1857
The Million Word Crossword Dictionary Stanley Newman 2010-11-09 With more than 1,300,000
answers, this volume contains more than twice as many words as any other crossword dictionary.
Meticulously compiled by two crossword professionals with a combined fifty years in the field and based on
a massive analysis of current crosswords, there has never been a crossword dictionary with the breadth,
depth, and currency of this one. From Jim Carrey to Sister Carrie, Homer Simpson to Homer’s Iliad, the
wide-ranging entries include 500,000+ synonyms, 3,000+ literary works, 3,000+ films, 20,000+ famous
people from all fields, and more than 50,000 fill-in-the-blank clues so popular in today’s crosswords.
Featuring an introduction by New York Times crossword editor Will Shortz, The Million Word Crossword
Dictionary makes every other crossword dictionary obsolete. This edition offers thousands of new entries,
including slang terms; brand names; celebrity names; and films, novelists’ works, sports Hall of Famers,
automobile models, and more. The larger type size makes finding the answers easier than ever.
Finches of Mars Brian W. Aldiss 2015-08-04 Colonists on Mars fight to prevent their own extinction in “a
suspenseful genre-bending combination of straight SF and mystery” (Booklist, starred review). Doomed by
overpopulation, irreversible environmental degradation, and never-ending war, Earth has become a fetid
swamp. For many, Mars represents humankind’s last hope. In six tightly clustered towers on the red
planet’s surface, the colonists who have escaped their dying home world are attempting to make a new life
unencumbered by the corrupting influences of politics, art, and religion. Unable ever to return, these
pioneers have chosen an unalterable path that winds through a landscape as terrible as it is beautiful, often
forcing them to compromise their beliefs—and sometimes their humanity—in order to survive. But the
gravest threat to the future is not the settlement’s total dependence on foodstuffs sent from a distant and
increasingly uncaring Earth, or the events that occur in the aftermath of the miraculous discovery of native
life on Mars—it is the fact that in the ten years since colonization began, every new human baby has been
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an evolutionary perspective tell us about the nature of language and communication? Drawing on a range
of disciplines including cognitive science, linguistics, anthropology and evolutionary biology, Speaking Our
Minds explains how language evolved and why we are the only species to communicate in this way. Written
by a rising star in the field, this groundbreaking book is required reading for anyone interested in
understanding the origins and evolution of human communication and language.
Darwin and the Making of Sexual Selection Evelleen Richards 2017-04-27 Sexual selection, or the struggle
for mates, was of considerable strategic importance to Darwin s theory of evolution as he first outlined it in
the "Origin of Species," and later, in the "Descent of Man," it took on a much wider role. There, Darwin s
exhaustive elaboration of sexual selection throughout the animal kingdom was directed to substantiating
his view that human racial and sexual differences, not just physical differences but certain mental and
moral differences, had evolved primarily through the action of sexual selection. It was the culmination of a
lifetime of intellectual effort and commitment. Yet even though he argued its validity with a great array of
critics, sexual selection went into abeyance with Darwin s death, not to be revived until late in the
twentieth century, and even today it remains a controversial theory. In unfurling the history of sexual
selection, Evelleen Richards brings to vivid life Darwin the man, not the myth, and the social and
intellectual roots of his theory building."
Andy Warhol Was a Hoarder Claudia Kalb 2016 Was Andy Warhol a hoarder? Did Einstein have autism?
Was Frank Lloyd Wright a narcissist? In this surprising, inventive, and meticulously researched look at the
evolution of mental health, acclaimed health and science journalist Claudia Kalb gives readers a glimpse
into the lives of high-profile historic figures through the lens of modern psychology, weaving
groundbreaking research into biographical narratives that are deeply embedded in our culture. From
Marilyn Monroe's borderline personality disorder to Charles Darwin's anxiety, Kalb provides compelling
insight into a broad range of maladies, using historical records and interviews with leading mental health
experts, biographers, sociologists, and other specialists. Packed with intriguing revelations, this smart
narrative brings a new perspective to one of the hottest new topics in today's cultural conversation.
A Framework for Post-Phylogenetic Systematics Richard H. Zander 2013-09-01 The Framework for
Post-Phylogenetic Systematics reframes biological systematics to reconcile classical and cladistic schools. It
combines scientific intuition and statistical inference in a new form of total evidence analysis developing a
joint macroevolutionary process-based causal theory. Discrepancies between classical results and
morphological and molecular cladograms are explained through heterophyletic inference of deep ancestral
taxa, coarse priors leading to Bayesian Solution of total evidence, self-nesting ladders that can reverse
branching order, and a superoptimization protocol that aids in distinguishing pseudoextinction from
budding evolution. It determines direction of transformative evolution through Dollo evaluation at the taxon
level. The genus as a basic, practical unit of evolution is postulated for taxa with dissilient evolution.
Scientific intuition is defended as highly developed heuristics based on physical principles. The geometric
mean and Fibonacci series in powers of the golden ratio explain distributions of measurements of the form
(a–)b–c(–d) when close to zero. This series is basic both to S. J. Gould's speciational reformulation of
macroevolution and to psychologically salient numbers. The effect of molecular systematics on conservation
and biodiversity research is shown to be of immediate concern.The value of cladistic study for serial
macroevolutionary reconstruction is reduced to—in morphological studies, evaluation of relatively primitive
or advanced taxa, and distinction of taxa by autapomorphies, and—in molecular studies, identification of
deep ancestors via heterophyly or unreasonable patristic distance not explainable by extinct or unsampled
extended paraphyly. Evolutionary paraphyly is common in cladistics and is to be avoided; phylogenetic
paraphyly, however, can be informative.
Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, Charles Darwin 1902
Holistic Darwinism Peter Corning 2010-08-15 In recent years, evolutionary theorists have come to
recognize that the reductionist, individualist, gene-centered approach to evolution cannot sufficiently
account for the emergence of complex biological systems over time. Peter A. Corning has been at the
forefront of a new generation of complexity theorists who have been working to reshape the foundations of
evolutionary theory. Well known for his Synergism Hypothesis—a theory of complexity in evolution that
assigns a key causal role to various forms of functional synergy—Corning puts this theory into a much
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broader framework in Holistic Darwinism, addressing many of the issues and concepts associated with the
evolution of complex systems. Corning's paradigm embraces and integrates many related theoretical
developments of recent years, from multilevel selection theory to niche construction theory, gene-culture
coevolution theory, and theories of self-organization. Offering new approaches to thermodynamics,
information theory, and economic analysis, Corning suggests how all of these domains can be brought
firmly within what he characterizes as a post–neo-Darwinian evolutionary synthesis.
The Information James Gleick 2011-03-01 From the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius
comes a thoughtful and provocative exploration of the big ideas of the modern era: Information,
communication, and information theory. Acclaimed science writer James Gleick presents an eye-opening
vision of how our relationship to information has transformed the very nature of human consciousness. A
fascinating intellectual journey through the history of communication and information, from the language of
Africa’s talking drums to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic transmission of code to the
origins of information theory, into the new information age and the current deluge of news, tweets, images,
and blogs. Along the way, Gleick profiles key innovators, including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace, Samuel
Morse, and Claude Shannon, and reveals how our understanding of information is transforming not only
how we look at the world, but how we live. A New York Times Notable Book A Los Angeles Times and
Cleveland Plain Dealer Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson Literary Science Writing
Award
Biology Kenneth R. Miller 2007-02
The Evolution of Beauty Richard O. Prum 2017-05-09 A FINALIST FOR THE PULITZER PRIZE NAMED A
BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, SMITHSONIAN, AND WALL
STREET JOURNAL A major reimagining of how evolutionary forces work, revealing how mating
preferences—what Darwin termed "the taste for the beautiful"—create the extraordinary range of ornament
in the animal world. In the great halls of science, dogma holds that Darwin's theory of natural selection
explains every branch on the tree of life: which species thrive, which wither away to extinction, and what
features each evolves. But can adaptation by natural selection really account for everything we see in
nature? Yale University ornithologist Richard Prum—reviving Darwin's own views—thinks not. Deep in
tropical jungles around the world are birds with a dizzying array of appearances and mating displays: Clubwinged Manakins who sing with their wings, Great Argus Pheasants who dazzle prospective mates with a
four-foot-wide cone of feathers covered in golden 3D spheres, Red-capped Manakins who moonwalk. In
thirty years of fieldwork, Prum has seen numerous display traits that seem disconnected from, if not
outright contrary to, selection for individual survival. To explain this, he dusts off Darwin's long-neglected
theory of sexual selection in which the act of choosing a mate for purely aesthetic reasons—for the mere
pleasure of it—is an independent engine of evolutionary change. Mate choice can drive ornamental traits
from the constraints of adaptive evolution, allowing them to grow ever more elaborate. It also sets the
stakes for sexual conflict, in which the sexual autonomy of the female evolves in response to male sexual
control. Most crucially, this framework provides important insights into the evolution of human sexuality,
particularly the ways in which female preferences have changed male bodies, and even maleness itself,
through evolutionary time. The Evolution of Beauty presents a unique scientific vision for how nature's
splendor contributes to a more complete understanding of evolution and of ourselves.
Archaeology, Anthropology, and Interstellar Communication Douglas A. Vakoch 2014 Are we alone?
asks the writeup on the back cover of the dust jacket. The contributors to this collection raise questions
that may have been overlooked by physical scientists about the ease of establishing meaningful
communication with an extraterrestrial intelligence. By drawing on issues at the core of contemporary
archaeology and anthropology, we can be much better prepared for contact with an extraterrestrial
civilization, should that day ever come. NASA SP-2013-4413.
The Brain That Changes Itself Norman Doidge 2007-03-15 “Fascinating. Doidge’s book is a remarkable
and hopeful portrait of the endless adaptability of the human brain.”—Oliver Sacks, MD, author of The Man
Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat What is neuroplasticity? Is it possible to change your brain? Norman
Doidge’s inspiring guide to the new brain science explains all of this and more An astonishing new science
called neuroplasticity is overthrowing the centuries-old notion that the human brain is immutable, and
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proving that it is, in fact, possible to change your brain. Psychoanalyst, Norman Doidge, M.D., traveled the
country to meet both the brilliant scientists championing neuroplasticity, its healing powers, and the people
whose lives they’ve transformed—people whose mental limitations, brain damage or brain trauma were
seen as unalterable. We see a woman born with half a brain that rewired itself to work as a whole, blind
people who learn to see, learning disorders cured, IQs raised, aging brains rejuvenated, stroke patients
learning to speak, children with cerebral palsy learning to move with more grace, depression and anxiety
disorders successfully treated, and lifelong character traits changed. Using these marvelous stories to
probe mysteries of the body, emotion, love, sex, culture, and education, Dr. Doidge has written an
immensely moving, inspiring book that will permanently alter the way we look at our brains, human nature,
and human potential.
God Is Not Great Christopher Hitchens 2008-11-19 Christopher Hitchens, described in the London
Observer as “one of the most prolific, as well as brilliant, journalists of our time” takes on his biggest
subject yet–the increasingly dangerous role of religion in the world. In the tradition of Bertrand Russell’s
Why I Am Not a Christian and Sam Harris’s recent bestseller, The End Of Faith, Christopher Hitchens
makes the ultimate case against religion. With a close and erudite reading of the major religious texts, he
documents the ways in which religion is a man-made wish, a cause of dangerous sexual repression, and a
distortion of our origins in the cosmos. With eloquent clarity, Hitchens frames the argument for a more
secular life based on science and reason, in which hell is replaced by the Hubble Telescope’s awesome view
of the universe, and Moses and the burning bush give way to the beauty and symmetry of the double helix.
Volcanic Eruptions and Their Repose, Unrest, Precursors, and Timing National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 2017-07-24 Volcanic eruptions are common, with more than 50
volcanic eruptions in the United States alone in the past 31 years. These eruptions can have devastating
economic and social consequences, even at great distances from the volcano. Fortunately many eruptions
are preceded by unrest that can be detected using ground, airborne, and spaceborne instruments. Data
from these instruments, combined with basic understanding of how volcanoes work, form the basis for
forecasting eruptionsâ€"where, when, how big, how long, and the consequences. Accurate forecasts of the
likelihood and magnitude of an eruption in a specified timeframe are rooted in a scientific understanding of
the processes that govern the storage, ascent, and eruption of magma. Yet our understanding of volcanic
systems is incomplete and biased by the limited number of volcanoes and eruption styles observed with
advanced instrumentation. Volcanic Eruptions and Their Repose, Unrest, Precursors, and Timing identifies
key science questions, research and observation priorities, and approaches for building a volcano science
community capable of tackling them. This report presents goals for making major advances in volcano
science.
Cognitive Science Jay Friedenberg 2015-09-23 Cognitive Science provides a comprehensive introduction
to the field from multiple perspectives to help readers better understand and answer questions about the
mysteries of the mind. In each chapter, the authors focus on a particular area in cognitive science,
exploring methodologies, theoretical perspectives, and findings, then offering the critical evaluations and
conclusions drawn from them. Substantially updated with new and expanded content, the Third Edition
reflects the latest research in this rapidly evolving field.
Prentice Hall Biology Kenneth R. Miller 2006-10-01 Prentice Hall Biology utilizes a student-friendly
approach that provides a powerful framework for connecting the key concepts of biology. New BIG IDEAs
help all students focus on the most important concepts. Students explore concepts through engaging
narrative, frequent use of analogies, familiar examples, and clear and instructional graphics. Now, with
Success Tracker(tm) online, teachers can choose from a variety of diagnostic and benchmark tests to gauge
student comprehension. Targeted remediation is available too! Whether using the text alone or in tandem
with exceptional ancillaries and technology, teachers can meet the needs of every student at every learning
level. With unparalleled reading support, resources to reach every student, and a proven research-based
approach, authors Kenneth Miller and Joseph Levine continue to set the standard. Prentice Hall Biology
delivers: Clear, accessible writing Up-to-date content A student friendly approach A powerful framework for
connecting key concepts
The Song Of The Dodo David Quammen 2012-03-31 Why have island ecosystems always suffered such
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high rates of extinction? In our age, with all the world's landscapes, from Tasmania to the Amazon to
Yellowstone, now being carved into island-like fragments by human activity, the implications of this
question are more urgent than ever. Over the past eight years, David Quammen has followed the threads of
island biogeography on a globe-encircling journey of discovery.
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner Samuel Taylor Coleridge 1906
A History of Modern Psychology Duane Schultz 2013-10-02 A History of Modern Psychology, 3rd Edition
discusses the development and decline of schools of thought in modern psychology. The book presents the
continuing refinement of the tools, techniques, and methods of psychology in order to achieve increased
precision and objectivity. Chapters focus on relevant topics such as the role of history in understanding the
diversity and divisiveness of contemporary psychology; the impact of physics on the cognitive revolution
and humanistic psychology; the influence of mechanism on Descartes's thinking; and the evolution of the
third force, humanistic psychology. Undergraduate students of psychology and related fields will find the
book invaluable in their pursuit of knowledge.
Science Notebook Douglas Fisher 2006-06-01
Introduction to Sociology 2e Heather Griffiths 2017-12-31 Introduction to Sociology 2e adheres to the scope
and sequence of a typical, one-semester introductory sociology course. It offers comprehensive coverage of
core concepts, foundational scholars, and emerging theories, which are supported by a wealth of engaging
learning materials. The textbook presents detailed section reviews with rich questions, discussions that
help students apply their knowledge, and features that draw learners into the discipline in meaningful
ways. The second edition retains the book's conceptual organization, aligning to most courses, and has
been significantly updated to reflect the latest research and provide examples most relevant to today's
students. In order to help instructors transition to the revised version, the 2e changes are described within
the preface. The images in this textbook are grayscale. Authors include: Heather Griffiths, Nathan Keirns,
Eric Strayer, Susan Cody-Rydzewski, Gail Scaramuzzo, Tommy Sadler, Sally Vyain, Jeff Bry, Faye Jones
The God Delusion. 10th Anniversary Edition Richard Dawkins 2016-05-19 The God Delusion caused a
sensation when it was published in 2006. Within weeks it became the most hotly debated topic, with
Dawkins himself branded as either saint or sinner for presenting his hard-hitting, impassioned rebuttal of
religion of all types. His argument could hardly be more topical. While Europe is becoming increasingly
secularized, the rise of religious fundamentalism, whether in the Middle East or Middle America, is
dramatically and dangerously dividing opinion around the world. In America, and elsewhere, a vigorous
dispute between 'intelligent design' and Darwinism is seriously undermining and restricting the teaching of
science. In many countries religious dogma from medieval times still serves to abuse basic human rights
such as women's and gay rights. And all from a belief in a God whose existence lacks evidence of any kind.
Dawkins attacks God in all his forms. He eviscerates the major arguments for religion and demonstrates the
supreme improbability of a supreme being. He shows how religion fuels war, foments bigotry and abuses
children. The God Delusion is a brilliantly argued, fascinating polemic that will be required reading for
anyone interested in this most emotional and important subject.
Cosmic Horizons Steven Soter 2001 Leading scientists offer a collection of essays that furnish
illuminating explanations of recent discoveries in modern astrophysics--from the Big Bang to black holes-the possibility of life on other worlds, and the emerging technologies that make such research possible,
accompanied by incisive profiles of such key figures as Carl Sagan and Georges Lemaetre. Original.
Psychology Rose M. Spielman 2018-08 The images in this textbook are in grayscale. There is a color version
available - search for ISBN 9781680922370. Psychology is designed to meet scope and sequence
requirements for the single-semester introduction to psychology course. The book offers a comprehensive
treatment of core concepts, grounded in both classic studies and current and emerging research. The text
also includes coverage of the DSM-5 in examinations of psychological disorders. Psychology incorporates
discussions that reflect the diversity within the discipline, as well as the diversity of cultures and
communities across the globe.
Psychology 2e Rose M. Spielman 2020-04-22
Benchmarks assessment workbook Kenneth Raymond Miller 2012
Why Don't Students Like School? Daniel T. Willingham 2009-06-10 Easy-to-apply, scientifically-based
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focus in a balanced and reasoned discussion. It will be of special interest to teachers of science, school
administrators, and interested members of the community.
Strickberger's Evolution Brian K. Hall 2011-06-07 Thoroughly updated and reorganized, Strickberger's
Evolution, Fourth Edition, presents biology students with a basic introduction to prevailing knowledge and
ideas about evolution, discussing how, why, and where the world and its organisms changed throughout
history. Keeping consistent with Strickberger's engaging writing style, the authors carefully unfold a broad
range of philosophical and historical topics that frame the theories of today including cosmological and
geological evolution and its impact on life, the origins of life on earth, the development of molecular
pathways from genetic systems to organismic morphology and function, the evolutionary history of
organisms from microbes to animals, and the numerous molecular and populational concepts that explain
the earth's dynamic evolution. Important Notice: The digital edition of this book is missing some of the
images or content found in the physical edition.
Managing California's Water Ellen Hanak 2011
The Galapagos Islands Charles Darwin 1996
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevenson 2021-01-22 The Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde is Robert Louis Stevenson's thriller allegory of a medical experiment gone wrong and
dual personalities, one the essence of good, the other the essence of evil, fighting for supremacy in one
man. Filled with suspense the book has had such an impact in popular culture that the expression "Jekyll
and Hyde" has itself become synonymous with extremes of or inconsistent behavior.
Swamplandia! Karen Russell 2011-02-01 New York Times Bestseller | Pulitzer Prize Finalist "Ms. Russell is
one in a million. . . . A suspensfuly, deeply haunted book."--The New York Times Thirteen-year-old Ava
Bigtree has lived her entire life at Swamplandia!, her family’s island home and gator-wrestling theme park
in the Florida Everglades. But when illness fells Ava’s mother, the park’s indomitable headliner, the family
is plunged into chaos; her father withdraws, her sister falls in love with a spooky character known as the
Dredgeman, and her brilliant big brother, Kiwi, defects to a rival park called The World of Darkness. As Ava
sets out on a mission through the magical swamps to save them all, we are drawn into a lush and bravely
imagined debut that takes us to the shimmering edge of reality.

approaches for engaging students in the classroom Cognitive scientist Dan Willingham focuses his
acclaimed research on the biological and cognitive basis of learning. His book will help teachers improve
their practice by explaining how they and their students think and learn. It reveals-the importance of story,
emotion, memory, context, and routine in building knowledge and creating lasting learning experiences.
Nine, easy-to-understand principles with clear applications for the classroom Includes surprising findings,
such as that intelligence is malleable, and that you cannot develop "thinking skills" without facts How an
understanding of the brain's workings can help teachers hone their teaching skills "Mr. Willingham's
answers apply just as well outside the classroom. Corporate trainers, marketers and, not least, parents anyone who cares about how we learn-should find his book valuable reading." —Wall Street Journal
Teaching About Evolution and the Nature of Science National Academy of Sciences 1998-05-06 Today many
school students are shielded from one of the most important concepts in modern science: evolution. In
engaging and conversational style, Teaching About Evolution and the Nature of Science provides a wellstructured framework for understanding and teaching evolution. Written for teachers, parents, and
community officials as well as scientists and educators, this book describes how evolution reveals both the
great diversity and similarity among the Earth's organisms; it explores how scientists approach the
question of evolution; and it illustrates the nature of science as a way of knowing about the natural world.
In addition, the book provides answers to frequently asked questions to help readers understand many of
the issues and misconceptions about evolution. The book includes sample activities for teaching about
evolution and the nature of science. For example, the book includes activities that investigate fossil
footprints and population growth that teachers of science can use to introduce principles of evolution.
Background information, materials, and step-by-step presentations are provided for each activity. In
addition, this volume: Presents the evidence for evolution, including how evolution can be observed today.
Explains the nature of science through a variety of examples. Describes how science differs from other
human endeavors and why evolution is one of the best avenues for helping students understand this
distinction. Answers frequently asked questions about evolution. Teaching About Evolution and the Nature
of Science builds on the 1996 National Science Education Standards released by the National Research
Council--and offers detailed guidance on how to evaluate and choose instructional materials that support
the standards. Comprehensive and practical, this book brings one of today's educational challenges into
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